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HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [6.23 pm]: I want to make a couple of quick comments in 
response to an article in the Pilbara News by the chief executive of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of 
Western Australia, Reg Howard-Smith. He made some comments about the Pilbara Cities project and the Pilbara 
Cities vision. The Pilbara Cities vision was established in 2009 with an aim to build the populations in Karratha 
and Port Hedland into cities of 50 000 people and Newman into a city of 15 000 people by 2035. The program 
also aims to grow other Pilbara towns in that region. By the end of 2017–18, royalties for regions will have 
committed more than $1.7 billion directly to over 100 Pilbara Cities projects. So far, that funding has played 
a vital role in those communities, and nobody can deny that. On 7 October, Mr Howard-Smith said it was time 
for a “reality check” on the vision to grow Hedland and Karratha. He was quoted in the Seven West Media 
publication of the Pilbara News as saying — 

“We need to (ask) is there any risk?” he said. 

“This is genuinely asking the question (about) building facilities which may not have the customer 
demand … in the years ahead. 

“It is not to say there shouldn’t be those new facilities, we are not saying that at all. 

“It is whether we are going to gold plate and build facilities that may not be needed … 

Mr Howard-Smith’s comments are, to be polite, disappointing. They are disappointing for the people within the 
Pilbara. There is continued commentary against the people of the Pilbara that has seen the Pilbara neglected by 
progressive governments over a number of years. The people of the Pilbara deserve some regional development 
aspirations from this government. We are delivering that through Pilbara Cities. 

Is there a risk that the population growth will not reach 50 000 in Port Hedland and Karratha and 15 000 in 
Newman? Of course there is. The biggest risk to that is the resource sector because it continues to ignore the 
fact—there is growing evidence in three independent reports into the impacts of FIFO and the mental health of 
workers—that there is an ongoing risk to FIFO workers continuing to work in that way. There is absolutely no 
reason why some of those jobs, local tradespeople, plant operators et cetera cannot be sourced or housed from 
the local market. Given the recent decision by the Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman, the 
government has a clear intention that Gap Ridge Village just out of Karratha will close in 2017. That gives 
a clear intention to the resource sector of how this government wants to address regional development in the 
Pilbara and other areas of the state. For the resource sector and the Chamber of Minerals and Energy to suggest 
that there is a risk but not be part of the solution of building those population bases is just a little cute. Every 
other stakeholder in the Pilbara—the development commissions, local businesses, local governments and the 
state government—has got on board with the Pilbara Cities project. It is time for the resource sector and the 
Chamber of Minerals and Energy to stop pontificating about Pilbara Cities from their offices in Perth and see 
what they can do to support the communities of those regions. 

I highlight BHP’s intention to want to continue to keep open its camp at Kurra Village when it has empty houses 
in Newman that it could base its local and residential workforces from. It is part of the solution. The state 
government has committed to building those towns. We have invested. Local businesses have invested. Local 
governments have invested. Development commissions have invested. It is time for the Chamber of Minerals 
and Energy to get on board with that.  
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